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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 
TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council  Date: May 08, 2012 
 
From:  Dennis Cron, Assistant Town Manager Item No:  6 
 Municipal Operations and Contract Services 
  
Subject: RESOLUTION No. 2012-23, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OF THE TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, OPPOSING 
SECTION 7.8 OF THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL 
BOARD’S FINAL DRAFT SEPTIC TANK POLICY  

 
T.M.  Approval:_____________________  Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
That the Town Council adopt Resolution No. 2012-23 opposing section 7.8 of the State 
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Final Draft Water Quality Control Policy for 
Siting, Design, Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
(OWTS Policy), dated March 20, 2012.  

  
SUMMARY: 
 
On March 20, 2012 the SWRCB released a final draft of the OWTS Policy.  The stated 
purpose of the policy is to allow the continued use of OWTS while protecting water 
quality and public health.  The policy establishes a statewide, risk-based, tiered 
approach to the regulation and management of OWTS.  OWTS are placed into tiers, 
with different levels of requirements depending on which tier they fall under.     
 
Nearly seventy-five percent (75%) of the population within the Town of Apple Valley 
boundaries reside in dwelling units that are served by septic tanks.  Currently, septic 
tanks are allowed at a density of one dwelling unit or its equilvalent per 0.5 acres of 
land.  Section 7.8, page 24, of the OWTS Policy would restrict new or replacement 
septic systems under Tier 1 to a maximum density of one dwelling unit or its equilvalent 
per 2.5 acres of land.   
 
On April 9, 2012 Town staff met with local city officials from surrounding agencies along 
with Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority (VVWRA) to discuss this final draft 
policy.  All of the attendees at the meeting were asked to come up with comments to 
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this proposed policy and forward them to the Town.  These comments would be 
discussed again at a follow up meeting on April 19, 2012. 
 
On April 19, 2012 Town staff met again with local city officials and VVWRA to discuss 
the comments that were submitted.  Also in attendance at this meeting were two 
representatives from the local regional water board, Lahontan.  Lahontan suggested 
that we send our comments to the SWRCB by the May 4, 2012 deadline.  Town staff 
submitted the Town’s written comments to the SWRCB and to the Town’s lobbyist.  The 
other surrounding agencies were asked to submit their comments directly to the 
SWRCB as well.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In the past property owners have been able to enjoy the potential to utilize their land 
with up to one dwelling per 0.5 acres for dwellings on septic systems; therefore this 
change in the density requirement has the potential to negatively impact many property 
owners within the Town.  The policy appears to allow new development at higher 
densities than what is allowed under Tier 1, but only if the local agency implementing 
the policy prepare a Local Agency Management Program (LAMP).  The preparation of a 
LAMP may not be a reasonable alternative because it would be costly, difficult to 
implement, and would still require approval from the SWRCB. 
  
In 1993 the Unites States Geological Survey (USGS) issued Water Resources 
Investigation Report 93-4137 indicating that in the Mojave River Basin “current onsite 
domestic-wastewater disposal practices pose little immediate threat to the local ground-
water resource.”  The USGS report further indicates septic systems contribute 
substantial return flows to groundwater and slow the decline of groundwater levels.  
This is a significant benefit to the Town’s water resources. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
  
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENT:   
 
Notice from SWRCB 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-23 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF APPLE 
VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, OPPOSING SECTION 7.8 OF THE STATE WATER 
RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD’S FINAL DRAFT SEPTIC TANK POLICY 

 

 WHEREAS, on March 20, 2012 the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) released the Final Draft Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, 
Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (“Policy”); and 

 WHEREAS, approximately seventy-five percent (75%) of the population within the 
Town of Apple Valley boundaries (Town) reside in dwelling units that are served by 
onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS), also known as septic systems; and 

 WHEREAS, under current regulations property owners within the Town have 
enjoyed the ability, or potential ability, to develop land at a density of up to one dwelling 
unit for 0.5 acres, for properties relying on septic systems; and  

 WHEREAS, under Tier 1 of the policy the maximum density allowed for properties 
relying on septic systems would be restricted to one dwelling unit per 2.5 acres (Section 
7.8 of the Policy).  This portion of the policy, among others, has the potential to 
negatively impact property owners within the Town and the economic development of 
the Town at a crucial time in its economic history; and  

 WHEREAS, in 1993 a report was issued by the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS Water-Resources Investigation Report 93-4137) indicating that in the Mojave 
River Basin “current onsite domestic-wastewater disposal practices pose little 
immediate threat to the local ground-water resource”; and   

 WHEREAS, the USGS report further indicates septic systems contribute 
substantial return flows to groundwater and slow the decline of groundwater levels.  
This is a significant benefit to the Town’s water resources. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of 
Apple Valley herby: 

1. Opposes Section 7.8, and related provisions, of the Final Draft Water Quality 
Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, the effective date of this Resolution shall be May 8, 2012. 
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APPROVED and ADOPTED this 8th day of May, 2012 by the Town Council of the Town 
of Apple Valley. 

 
                         
            _______________________________________ 
      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 
TOWN CLERK 
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