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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council  Date: May 13, 2014 
 
From:  Kathie Martin, Marketing & Public Affairs Item No: 11 
  Public Information Department 
 
Subject: MEMORIAL PLAQUE FOR LAWRENCE “CHOPS” AGUAYO 
 
T.M.  Approval:_____________________  Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
That the Town Council approve purchase and installation of a bronze memorial plaque 
in memory of Lawrence “Chops” Aguayo. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
On April 27, 2014, the Town of Apple Valley suffered the sudden loss of Lawrence 
“Chops” Aguayo, Grounds Services Worker II, when he died at home from a massive 
heart attack. Chops first started with the Recreation and Parks District on July 2, 1988 
and became a Town employee in February 2001, when the parks and recreation 
function became a department of the Town. Chops received his 25-year service award 
last year. 
 
His co-workers are reeling from the loss of a man who by all accounts was friendly and 
hard-working, with a big heart for his family, friends and community. Because of his long 
service to Apple Valley, and to parks and recreation in particular, the grounds crew, with 
the agreement of Chops’ family, have asked for installation of a bronze memorial plaque 
on the outside of the James Woody Community Center gymnasium at 13413 Navajo 
Road. Chops not only helped maintain the gym through the years, he was also an active 
participant in the youth basketball programs with his children. 
 
The request conforms to the memorial policy established by Town Council (attached). 
However, the policy requires that the requesting party pay all associated costs. 
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Because of the length of service to the Town of Apple Valley through his employment, 
staff is requesting permission to pay for the plaque from Town funds. The estimated 
cost is not to exceed $400. 
 
In addition to the plaque, Home Depot has donated a tree that will be planted in his 
honor as well. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Approximately $400. Funds are available in the Recreation Department budget, Special 
Department Supplies. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
Town of Apple Valley Memorial Policy 
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