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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council Date: May 13, 2014 
 
From:  Ralph Wright    Item No: 15 
  Parks and Recreation Manager 
  Parks and Recreation 
 
Subject: DISCUSSION ON USER GROUPS 

T.M.  Approval:_____________________ Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Provide direction. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Town of Apple Valley continues to have more requests of user groups for 
use of field space than there is space available.  For this reason, the Town has 
an adopted Ball field Scheduling Policy that establishes the prioritization protocol 
to ensure that residents of Apple Valley are best served with the limited space 
available.  The policy is attached for your review. 

Initial priority in field scheduling is given to Town of Apple Valley programming 
and School programming as agreed upon in various joint use agreements.  Next 
in the hierarchy is youth recreation programming for groups consisting of a 
minimum of 75% Apple Valley residents.  This is the category that we use to 
schedule both Apple Valley Little League and High Desert Pony.   Apple Valley 
Little League consists of over 700 participants almost exclusively residents of 
Apple Valley.  High Desert Pony consists of over 700 total participants as well.   
Although there are only 120 to 170 Apple Valley residents participating, teams 
are for the most part, geographically based.    Therefore, in the spirit of serving 
our residents, the High Desert Pony teams consisting of over 80% Apple Valley 
residents are considered for scheduling purposes, to be in the same category as 
Little League. 
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BACKGROUND: 

High Desert Pony was established in 2010 and soon after, Apple Valley 
residents, participating in High Desert Pony began requesting field space for 
practice in Apple Valley.  Staff discussed with the Little League board, in place at 
the time, and field space was allocated for the Apple Valley Pony teams at Lenny 
Brewster Sports Center.  The dates, times and exact schedules have changed 
but Pony has been using the field space for four years.  Only teams 
predominately consisting of Apple Valley residents can practice on these fields 
as part of the exchange of service process. 

Below is a field use chart that shows the field use for both Apple Valley Little 
League and High Desert Pony. 

   Dates 

Game 
Ready 
Fields 

Total Fields Used 
each Week 

Organization          

High Desert Pony  Mon ‐ Thurs  2  8 

Apple Valley Little League  Mon‐ Fri  7  35 

 

Additionally, Little League schedules practices on Monday through Friday at nine 
parks and twelve reservable spaces throughout the season.    

On Saturdays, Apple Valley Little League uses James Woody Park all day for 
games and on Sundays, High Desert Pony uses the fields at James Woody Park 
for games. 

ASSISTED USER GROUP PARTICIPATION FEE: 

In April, 2012, an assisted user group participation fee of $10 was established.  
In exchange for the waiver of field use fees, all park users who participate in the 
use of fields through the exchange of service policy are required to pay this fee 
each season.  All Apple Valley Little League participants and all High Desert 
Pony participants who use our fields for games currently pay the participation 
fee. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Ball field Scheduling Policy PR – 1 
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