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TOWN OF 
APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 

 
AGENDA MATTER 

 
Subject Item: 
 
GRANITE MOUNTAIN WIND ENERGY PROJECT 

 
 

Summary Statement:   
 
Council Member Nassif has requested that a Resolution addressing the Granite 
Mountain Wind Project be reviewed by the Town Council and that a recommendation of 
denial to San Bernardino County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors be 
adopted for the Granite Mountain Wind Turbine Project.  The project site will be 
approximately 11 miles east of Apple Valley, on the Granite Mountain range, in San 
Bernardino County.  The project includes the installation of twenty-seven (27) 2.3 
megawatt wind turbines to be located on Granite Mountain (Cahuilla Road and Chicago 
Road, 1.94 miles northeast of their intersection).  Due to their size, the wind mills will be 
visible from certain locations within the Town of Apple Valley.  
 
This project was discussed by the Town Council at the March 11, 2008 Council 
meeting and the staff report presented on this item is attached to this report. 
 
 
Attachment:  Town Council Report of March 11, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Discuss the Town’s position regarding the Granite Mountain Wind Turbine project and 
consider adoption of Town Council Resolution No. 2008-16, recommending that the 
County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors deny the project. 
 
 
Proposed by:  Planning Division   Item Number _______ 
 
Town Manager Approval:                 Budget Item  Yes  No   
 
Town Council Meeting: April 22, 2008 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-16 
 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY, 
CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING THAT THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DENY THE REQUEST TO 
CONSTRUCT THE GRANITE MOUNTAIN WIND ENERGY PROJECT LOCATED 
APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN (11) MILES EAST OF APPLE VALLEY, PARTIALLY 
WITHIN THE TOWN’S SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, ON GRANITE MOUNTAIN, IN SAN 
BERNARDINO COUNTY.  THE PROJECT INCLUDES THE INSTALLATION OF 
TWENTY-SEVEN (27) 2.3 MEGAWATT WIND TURBINES TO BE LOCATED ON 
GRANITE MOUNTAIN (CAHUILLA ROAD AND CHICAGO ROAD, 1.94 MILES 
NORTHEAST OF THEIR INTERSECTION).   
 
 

WHEREAS, the County of San Bernardino is processing a Conditional Use Permit and 
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Granite 
Mountain Wind Energy Project, which includes the construction of twenty-seven (27) 2.3 
megawatt wind turbines that have a maximum height of 415 feet, located at the top of Granite 
Mountain on Bureau of Land Management property, which is located approximately 11 miles 
east of the Town limits, a portion of which is within the Town’s Sphere of Influence; 

 
WHEREAS, the Notice of Preparation for the Draft EIR and EIS was distributed and 

comments are required to be submitted to the County Land Use Services Department by the 
extended deadline of May 2, 2007;   
 

WHEREAS, the residents of Apple Valley recognize the importance of utilizing new 
technologies that facilitate the implementation of alternative or renewable energy generation 
and transmission systems that do not negatively impact the environments in which they are 
constructed; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed wind turbines are visible from multiple locations within the 
Town of Apple Valley and will visually impede the views of Granite Mountain from the desert 
floor, thereby causing a negative impact on the Town of Apple Valley;   
 
 WHEREAS, the approval of such wind turbines on BLM property may encourage a 
further proliferation of wind energy projects on other BLM property visible from the Town limits. 
 

WHEREAS, alternative locations for wind projects should be considered that would not 
cause such visual blight of the scenic vistas within the desert, impacting the residents and 
property owners of Apple Valley and the entire Victor Valley; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Apple Valley would support the County of San Bernardino to 
work with alternative energy providers and the BLM to find appropriate sites for wind turbines 
that would not impact the Victor Valley; 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 11, 2008, the Town Council discussed the proposed Granite 
Mountain Wind Energy project and heard from County staff, the applicant and the public 
regarding this project; 
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 WHEREAS, on April 22, 2008, the Town Council further discussed the Granite 
Mountain Wind Energy project;   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 

EVIDENCE RECEIVED AT THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS, FOR THE REASONS 
DISCUSSED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL AT SAID MEETINGS AND THE REASONS GIVEN 
IN THIS RESOLUTION, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY, 
CALIFORNIA DETERMINES AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1. The Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley, California, adamantly 

opposes the construction of the proposed energy project known as Granite Hills Wind Energy 
project and its construction in or near the communities identified in this resolution and 
encourages the County of San Bernardino Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors to 
deny the project. 

Section 2.   Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon 
adoption by the Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley. 

 

Adopted by the Town Council and signed by the Mayor and attested to by the Town Clerk this 
22nd day of April 2008.   
 
 
 
             
       Honorable Timothy Jasper, Mayor 
ATTEST:  

  
      
Ms. La Vonda M. Pearson, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF 
APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 

 
AGENDA MATTER 

 
Subject Item: 
 
Granite Mountain Wind Energy Project 

 
Summary Statement:   
 
The Granite Mountain Wind Project will be approximately 11 miles east of Apple Valley, 
on the Granite Mountain range, in San Bernardino County.  The project includes the 
installation of twenty-seven (27) 2.3 megawatt wind turbines to be located on Granite 
Mountain (Cahuilla Road and Chicago Road, 1.94 miles northeast of their intersection).  
The wind mills will be visible from certain locations within the Town of Apple Valley, as 
shown on the attached simulation photographs, which illustrate these views. 
 
The area in question is on BLM property, straddling the Sphere of Influence, at the 
eastern edge and just outside of the Town’s Sphere of Influence. The site is 
approximately 72 acres. The proposed project will produce 62.1 megawatts of 
electricity and will provide enough electricity each year for the residential electric needs 
of over 70,000 people. The towers are 262 feet tall (hub height) and the blades of the 
turbines will extend an additional 153 feet above the hub, for a total height of 415 feet 
above existing grade. These towers are about the same size as the mid-size towers in 
the Coachella Valley near Palm Springs.  These towers are state of the art, and will 
operate more efficiently then the towers near Palm Springs. The towers will be visible 
from several locations within Apple Valley looking east toward Granite Mountain.  
 
According to the applicant, the project has a construction period of 6 to 7 months and 
will be an investment of $130,000,000. There will be local expenditures, local materials 
and job creation during this construction phase.  The applicant anticipates 75 
construction jobs will be created. The project will have a 20-30 year life.  The applicant 
has submitted a Conditional Use Permit application with the County.  A copy of the 
Notice of preparation is attached to this report. 
 
Staff has contacted the County and the applicant, RENEWergy LLC, inviting them to 
the March 11, 2008 Council meeting to discuss the project.   
 
Attachments:  Notice of Preparation 
   “Zone of Visual Influence” simulation photographs 
 
Recommended Action: 
 
Receive and File.  
Proposed by:  Planning Division   Item Number _______ 
 
Town Manager Approval:                 Budget Item  Yes  No   
Town Council Meeting: March 11, 2008 
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