
Council Meeting Date: 06/28/2016  8-1 
 

TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council  Date: June 28, 2016 
 
From:  Town Attorney’s Office    Item No: 8 
 
Subject: VERIFICATION OF SUFFICIENCY OF SIGNATURES FOR AN 

INITIATIVE MEASURE PROPOSING THAT THE ISSUANCE OF PUBLIC 
DEBT IN EXCESS OF $10 MILLION BE SUBJECTED TO VOTER 
APPROVAL 

 
T.M.  Approval:_____________________  Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Town Council takes the following actions: 
 
1. Receive, file and accept Certificate of Sufficiency of Initiative Petition issued by 

Town Clerk on June 21, 2016. 
 
2. Direct Town Staff to prepare a report on the Proposed Initiative Measure for 

presentation to the Town Council at its July 26, 2016 meeting. 
 
SUMMARY: 

On May 10, 2016, proponents of an initiative measure proposing that the issuance of 
public debt in excess of $10 million be subjected to voter approval filed a signed petition 
with the Town Clerk’s office.  Pursuant to the California Elections Code, the petitions were 
examined for signature verification by the Town Clerk’s Office with assistance from the 
Elections Office of the Registrar of Voters for San Bernardino County. 

In a letter dated June 21, 2016, the Town Clerk’s Office verified that the petition contained 
3,873 valid signatures and notified the proponents of this fact.  Under State Law, the 
petition needed 3,172 signatures to qualify the measure for the ballot.  Therefore, the 
measure has obtained the required signatures.  The remainder of this report will provide 
the Town Council with options under the California Elections Code.  The recommendation 
is to direct staff to prepare an impartial and informational report on the potential impacts 
of the measure, which must be presented to the Town Council within 30 days. 
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DISCUSSION: 

On December 21, 2015, the Town received a Notice of Intent to circulate an initiative 
petition from proponents that would amend the Town’s Municipal Code by prohibiting the 
Town from issuing public debt to provide funds for the acquisition, construction, 
improving, or financing of an enterprise in excess of $10 million without voter approval 
(“Measure”). 

In accordance with the Elections Code, the Town Attorney’s office prepared a ballot title 
and summary, which was received by the proponents on January 6, 2016.  On January 
15, 2016, the proponents published the Notice of Intent along with the ballot title and 
summary in the Apple Valley News.  The proponents then had six (6) months to gather 
enough signatures to qualify the Measure for the ballot.  On May 10, 2016, the proponents 
submitted a signed petition to the Town Clerk’s Office.  The petition contained 5,348 raw 
signatures. 

On June 21, 2016, the Town Clerk’s Office, with assistance from the Elections Office of 
the Registrar of Voters for San Bernardino County, verified that the petition contained 
3,873 valid signatures to qualify the Measure for the ballot.  Under the Elections Code, 
3,172 valid signatures were required.  The Certificate of Sufficiency of Initiative Petition 
is attached to this report and it is recommended that the Town Council receive, file, and 
accept the certificate as valid in all respects.   

Since the Measure has obtained the required number of signatures, tonight, the Town 
Council’s options under the Elections Code are as follows:    

1. Adopt the Measure outright as an ordinance, without alteration; 

2. Submit the Measure to the voters at the next regular municipal election.  A 
“regular election” is one where Council Members are elected.  That would 
be November 8, 2016; or  

3. Direct staff to prepare an impartial and informational report analyzing the 
impact of the Measure on the Town’s finances, its ability to provide public 
services, and the like. Staff must present the report not later than 30 days 
after it is ordered by the Town Council.  Staff would expect to present the 
report at the July 26 Town Council meeting.  If the Town Council chooses 
this option, once the report has been prepared and presented, the Town 
Council will need to consider all available options, including options 1 and 
2 above. 

Town Staff believes the Measure, if adopted, could have a significant effect on the Town.  
As a result, Town Staff would like the opportunity to more fully consider its impacts as 
permitted by the Elections Code.   
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FISCAL IMPACT: 

None. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Certificate of Sufficiency of Initiative Petition Prepared By Town Clerk and 
Letter Sent to Proponents on June 21, 2016. 

2. Notice of Intent to Circulate Petition 
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