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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 
TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council  Date: June 13, 2017 
 
From:  Lori Lamson, Assistant Town Manager Item No:  5 

 
Subject: SUPPORT LETTER TO CONGRESSMAN PAUL COOK SUPPORTING 

THE DESERT COMMUNITY LANDS ACT (H.R. BILL 2365) FOR THE 
APPLE VALLEY OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE RECREATION AREA 
CONVEYANCE CONTAINED WITHIN THE LEGISLATION 

 
T.M.  Approval:_____________________ Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

 Support H.R. 2365 and designate the Mayor to sign the attached letter on behalf of the 
Town. 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Desert Community Lands Act (H.R. 2365) includes language that will convey current 
Federal lands controlled by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to the Town of Apple 
Valley for the continual use of off-highway vehicle (OHV) recreation purposes. 
Congressman Cook introduced this bill on May 8, 2017 to the Natural Resources 
Committee. The Bill was moved to the Sub-Committee for Federal Lands on May 11, 
2017.  It is anticipated that this bill will move out of Sub-Committee and Committee by 
July, prior to the August break. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
This land, approximately 6,000 acres, is located to the north of the Town of Apple Valley 
limits within the County off the unimproved area of Stoddard Wells Road, east of Dale 
Evans Parkway.  This area is frequently identified as the “Blow Out” area and has been 
heavily used by OHV users for decades.  It is a popular place for camping, riding and 
racing (both individually and in large groups). As a result of this long-standing recreational 
use, large portions of the Conveyance Area are denuded of habitat and route proliferation 
is high.  
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The California Desert Conservation Area Plan, as amended, included the Conveyance 
Area in the Northern Lucerne Wildlife Linkage Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC). The purpose of the ACEC is to protect sensitive species and provide landscape 
connectivity. However, due to the heavy recreational use that has occurred in the area, it 
is unlikely that the Conveyance Area supports populations of sensitive species and 
provides landscape connectivity that the ACEC was created to protect.  
 
In addition, the ACEC designation will require a substantial financial commitment to 
restore the habitat values to the area to meet the ACEC’s prescribed goals. It will also 
require substantial funds to enforce the ACEC’s designation and require closing the area 
to recreational use to achieve the ACEC’s management objectives. Such a closure will 
force recreational users into neighboring areas that exhibit higher biological values. 
Diverting users to new areas that are comparatively less impacted will ultimately cause 
greater impacts to the habitat and the sensitive species that the ACEC is intended to 
protect.  
 
No change is proposed to the nearby Stoddard Valley OHV Area. The Town is seeking 
to preserve recreational opportunities that are enjoyed by residents and visitors to the 
area. It will work with OHV users and other recreation groups to continuing existing 
recreational uses while maintaining habitat and biological values also enjoyed by users 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Not applicable at this time. Costs for improvements and maintainance to this area will be 
included within the Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan.  This plan which will be in 
draft form by the end of 2017, will include a fee for new development that will contribute 
towards the management of these conveyence areas. 
 
ATTACHEMENTS: 

 
1. HR 2365 
2. Conveyance Map 
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