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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 
TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council        Date:    December 12, 2017 
 
From:  Carol Miller, Assistant Director of        Item No:  12 
 Community Development 
 Planning Department 
 
Subject: A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL 
USE PERMIT NO. 2017-004 AND ADOPTING A NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT  

 
T.M.  Approval:_____________________       Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to open the public hearing and take testimony.  
Close the public hearing.  Then: 

Adopt Town Council Resolution No. 2017-36, which: (1) approves CUP No. 2017-004 
(St. Mary’s Medical Center Helipad); and (2) adopts a Negative Declaration.  

SUMMARY: 
 
At its September 20, 2017 meeting, the Planning Commission approved Conditional Use 
Permit No. 2017-004 and a Negative Declaration to allow the relocation of the St. Mary 
Medical Center helipad.  California Public Utilities Code section 21661.5 requires Town 
Council approval of plans for construction of new helicopter landing and takeoff areas 
(helipad) as evidence of local approval.  California Public Utilities Code section 
21661.5(b) authorizes the Town Council to delegate its responsibility for the approval of 
plans for construction of new helipads to a planning agency, i.e. the Planning 
Commission.  Caltrans has taken the position that the Town Council has not delegated 
the responsibility.  Therefore, Town Council approval is required. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics (Division of 
Aeronautics) has requested that the Town Council, by formal resolution, approve the plan 
for the relocation of helicopter landing and takeoff area (helipad) for the St. Mary Medical 
Center.   
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On September 20, 2017, the Planning Commission approved Conditional Use Permit No. 
2017-004 for the relocation/construction of the helipad at St. Mary Medical Center and in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines, approved a Negative Declaration for the relocation of 
the helipad.  
 
The Division of Aeronautics, however, is now requiring a Town Council resolution allowing 
the issuance of an operating permit for the St. Mary Medical Center helipad.  To satisfy 
this request, this staff report includes a Resolution approving the plan for 
relocation/construction of the helipad for the St. Mary Medical Center. The Resolution will 
satisfy the Division of Aeronautic’s requirements to issue an operating permit for the St. 
Mary Medical Center helipad. 
 
The Code indicates that all helicopter landing and takeoff areas require a conditional use 
permit subject to the approval of the Planning Commission.  The findings justifying 
approval of the Conditional Use Permit and explaining the use of a Negative Declaration 
are included in the Planning Commission Staff Report attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by this reference.  This action shall also be deemed to be approval of the relocation 
plan for the heliport or helistop under California Public Utilities Code Section 21661.5. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Not Applicable. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Draft Resolution No. 2017-36 

 
2. Planning Commission staff report 
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TOWN COUNCIL RESOLUTION No. 2017-36 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT NO. 2017-004 AND ADOPTING A NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT  

 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing on September 20, 2017, the Town’s 

Planning Commission based on the entire record before the Planning Commission, and 
all written and oral evidence presented, approved Conditional Use Permit No. 2017-004 
and adopted the Negative Declaration and directed staff to file a Notice of Determination 
with the County of San Bernardino; and 

  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 21067 of the Public Resources Code and Section 

15367 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the Town is the lead agency for the proposed 
Project; and  
  

WHEREAS, all the requirements of the Public Resources Code and the State 
CEQA Guidelines have been satisfied by the Town regarding the preparation of the 
Negative Declaration, which is sufficiently detailed so that all the potentially significant 
environmental effects of the Project, have been adequately evaluated; and 

 
WHEREAS, on November 17, 2017, CUP No. 2017-004 was duly noticed in the 

Apple Valley News, a newspaper of general circulation within the Town of Apple Valley; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council conducted a duly noticed public hearing on 

December 12, 2017 and heard all testimony of any person wishing to speak on the issue; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, prior to taking action, the Town Council has heard, been presented 

with, reviewed and considered all of the information and data in the administrative record, 
including, Negative Declaration, and all oral and written evidence presented to it during 
all meetings and hearings. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in consideration of the evidence 
received at the public hearing, and for the reasons discussed by the Town Council at said 
hearing, the Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley, California orders, determines and 
resolves as follows:  

 
SECTION 1.  The Town Council hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true 

and correct and are incorporated herein as substantive findings of this Resolution. 
 
SECTION 2.  On September 20, 2017 the Planning Commission approved 

Conditional Use Permit No. 2017-004 and Negative Declaration to allow the relocation of 
the St. Mary Medical Center helipad.   
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SECTION 3.  The Town Council on December 12, 2017, reviewed and considered 

the Planning Commission’s record of decision on the CUP, the Negative Declaration, and 
the proposed relocation/construction for the St. Mary Medical Center helipad.   

 
SECTION 4.  Pursuant to California Public Utilities Code section 21661.5 and 

consistent with the Planning Commission’s approval with conditions, the Town Council 
approves the project to relocate/construct the helipad as shown on the site plan as 
approved by the Planning Commission. 

SECTION 5.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon adoption 
by the Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley. 

APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Town Council and signed by the Mayor and 
attested to by the Town Clerk this 12th day of December 2017.   
       
             
       Mayor 
ATTEST:  

 
  

      
La Vonda M. Pearson, Town Clerk 
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