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TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY 

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council           Date: April 10, 2018 

 

From:  Gina M. Whiteside, Director of Animal Services    Item No: 10 

 Animal Services Department 

 

Subject: NEW LEGISLATION REGULATING PET STORES 

 

T.M. Approval: _____________________  Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

That the Town Council receive and file the Animal Services report on Assembly Bill No. 

485 (AB 485) – Pet store operators: dogs, cats, and rabbits. 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

Effective January 1, 2019, pet stores will only be allowed to sell cats, dogs and rabbits 

that have come from public animal shelters, humane society shelters or rescue groups in 

a cooperative agreement with at least one private or public shelter. Pet stores operators 

selling dogs and cats under the new law will be required to maintain records sufficient to 

document the source of each dog, cat, or rabbit the pet store sells or provides space for, 

for at least one year, and to post, in a conspicuous location on the cage or enclosure of 

each animal, a sign listing the name of the entity from which each dog, cat, or rabbit was 

obtained, and authorizes public animal control agencies or shelters to periodically require 

pet stores engaged in sales of dogs, cats, or rabbits to provide access to those records. 

A violation of the law would carry a $500 civil fine. The bill also requires all sales of dogs 

and cats authorized by this provision to be in compliance with laws requiring the spaying 

or neutering of animals, as specified.  

 

AB 485 - Pet store operators: dogs, cats, and rabbits was signed into law by Governor 

Jerry Brown in October 2017. Enforcement of the new regulation falls to the jurisdiction 

where pet stores are located.  
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BACKGROUND: 
 
Existing law authorizes a public or private shelter to enter into cooperative agreements 
with animal rescue or adoption organizations regarding dogs and cats. This bill expands 
the current law allowing a public or private shelter to enter into cooperative agreements 
with animal rescue or adoption organizations regarding rabbits that are equivalent to the 
cooperative agreements authorized regarding dogs and cats.  
 
Pet stores will be required to only sell cats, dogs and rabbits that have come from 
public/private animal shelters or 501c3 non-profit animal rescues that have a cooperative 
agreement with an animal shelter as defined. 
 
Animal advocates have praised the new legislation as a solution to reducing euthanasia 

in local animal shelters. 

 

Animal breeders who will be prohibited under the new legislation to sell their animals to 

pet stores or out of commercial locations have opposed the new legislation. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Currently, there are no pet stores in the Town of Apple Valley that sell cats or dogs.  Staff 

will begin monitoring statistics after January 1, 2019, to determine if there is an increase 

in live release rates that corresponds with the implementation of the new law. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
No known impact at this time.     
 
Civil penalties are fines or other financial payments imposed by a state or federal agency for 
violation of laws or regulations. Examples include fines for late payment of taxes, or penalties for 
failing to obtain a building permit.   
 
A civil penalty is a monetary fine that is designed to compensate for harm. It is distinct from a 
criminal penalty, since its purpose is not designed to punish the person who the penalty is 
imposed on. Instead, it is designed to make the other party, who was damaged or injured in some 
way, whole. Civil penalties, also referred to as civil fines, are exclusively monetary. They are 
issued by either a judge or a jury, who determines the appropriate amount of the fine that will be 
accessed. 
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