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     Town Council Agenda Report  

 
 
Date:   December 10, 2019   Item No. 12 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and Town Council 
 
Subject: FORMAL APPROVAL OF REQUEST TO PERMIT OVERHEAD 

POWER LINES AT OTTAWA ROAD AND MANHASSET ROAD 
 
From:  Douglas B. Robertson, Town Manager 
 
Submitted by: Brad Miller, Town Engineer 
  Engineering Department 
   
Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A    

 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Formally approve request from High Desert Underground for special permission to 
leave overhead utility poles and lines in the vicinity of Ottawa Road and Manhasset 
Road subject to the requirement that the property owner execute an agreement to be 
recorded against the property indicating the owner’s consent to enter into a Town 
assessment district to fund the undergrounding of utilities at a future date. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Chapter 14.28 of the Town’s Municipal Code generally requires the undergrounding of 
overhead utility poles and lines upon adjacent development.  However, Section 
14.38.060 authorizes the Council to grant special  permission, on such terms as the 
Council deems appropriate, to maintian overhead structures under special 
circumstances. 
 
On October 9, 2019, High Desert Underground requested special permission to retain 
three overhead poles along the fronage of a property on Ottawa Road.  He attached 
exhibit identifies the subject poles a A, B, and C.   
 
At the last regular Town Council meeting, on November 12, the Town Council 
considered the request and directed Town staff to finalize the approvals by a vote of 4-0 
(with Mayor Cusack recusing himself).   
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ANALYSIS 
 
Approval of this item will grant High Desert Underground special permission to maintain 
the above-referenced overhead poles and lines at the property on the basis of the 
following unusual circustances: (1) the large distance between the poles along the 
frontage on Ottawa Road; (2) the significant costs to underground due to the large 
distances between poles; and (3) the disproportionate nature of said costs to the size of 
the parcel which makes development essentially infeasible absent special permission to 
maintain the overhead poles or a shared cost mechanism to cover the undergrounding.   
 
The approval shall be subject to the requirement that the property owner execute an 
agreement to be recorded against the property indicating the owner’s consent to enter 
into a Town assessment district to fund the undergrounding of utilities at a future date.  
The agreement will be binding on the owner’s successors and assigns.  The 
owner/applicant consents to this condition.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There is no financial impact to the Town. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Request from High Desert Underground dated October 9, 2019 
2. Location Map, Identifying Poles A, B, and C.  
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Project Location 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


