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     Town Council Agenda Report  

 
 
Date:   June 9, 2020    Item No. 13 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and Town Council 
 
Subject:   A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF APPLE 

VALLEY REQUESTING THE DELAY OF SENATE BILL 743  
IMPLEMENTATION FOR VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED THRESHOLDS 

 
From:   Douglas B. Robertson, Town Manager 
 
Submitted by:  Julie Ryan, Special Projects Manager 
                        Town Manager’s Office 
      
Budgeted Item:  Yes   No  N/A    
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
That the Town Council adopt Resolution No. 2020-24, a Resolution of the Town Council 
of the Town of Apple Valley requesting the delay of Senate Bill (SB) 743 implementation 
to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Section 15064.3 for vehicle miles 
traveled thresholds. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 743 (Steinberg, 2013) is an amendment to the California Environmental 
Quality Act that added Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21099, “CHAPTER 2.7.   
Modernization of Transportation Analysis for Transit-Oriented Infill Projects.”  SB 743 
represents a new paradigm in land use development and transportation planning across 
the state. The legislation removes vehicular congestion as the primary measure of 
transportation impacts of environmental significance and transportation impacts, typically 
measured by traffic level of service (LOS), and replaces it with vehicle-miles traveled 
(VMT).   
 
Statutory changes were reflected in amendments to the State’s CEQA Guidelines in 2018, 
better aligning CEQA with the State’s climate and air quality goals.  SB 743 changes the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) analysis of transportation impacts associated with 
both land development and infrastructure projects.  In its place, SB 743 identifies vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) as the key impact criterion under CEQA. 
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ANALYSIS 
 
The adoption of the VMT threshold by the Town is a very complex matter and requires 
the services of expensive expert traffic engineers, tremendous staff time and resources 
and multiple public meetings to ensure public input on the adoption of the threshold.  A 
one-year extension on the July 1, 2020, implementation date is prudent considering the 
Covid-19 pandemic is resulting in dramatic changes in transportation patterns such as 
the expansion of working from home, learning from home, and medical care from home 
via remote communication technologies, as well as a 90 percent decrease in public transit 
ridership. 
 
In addition, the Town of Apple Valley is experiencing a decline in revenues, and 
unanticipated COVID-19 expenses that have been incurred including expenses related 
to disinfection of public facilities, purchase of personal protective equipment, new 
technology for remote operations, increased public safety costs (including overtime), 
increased personnel costs (including overtime), purchasing supplies for residents and 
financial support to residents and businesses. 
 
Adoption of Resolution No 2020-24 recognizes the importance of the extension of SB 743 
implementation of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, section 15064.3, until 
July 1, 2021, allowing time for meaningful public participation in the development of new 
regulations and proposed rules.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There is no fiscal impact to approving this Resolution. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Resolution No. 2020-24 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2020-24 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING THE 
DELAY OF SENATE BILL 743 IMPLEMENTATION TO 
TITLE 14 OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, 
SECTION 15064.3 FOR VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED 
THRESHOLDS 

 
WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared 

COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of International Concern, and on January 31, 2020, 
the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services declared a Public Health 
Emergency; and  

 
WHEREAS, On March 4, 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom declared a 

State of Emergency to make additional resources available, formalize emergency actions 
already underway across multiple state agencies and departments, and help the state 
prepare for a broader spread of COVID-19; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Apple Valley is experiencing a decline in revenues, 

unanticipated COVID-19 expenses have been incurred including expenses related to 
disinfection of public facilities, purchase of personal protective equipment, new 
technology for remote operations, increased public safety costs (including overtime), 
increased personnel costs (including overtime), purchasing supplies for residents and 
financial support to residents and businesses; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Apple Valley is required by a new state law, Senate Bill 

743 (Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, section 15064.3) to adopt a threshold 
of significance for vehicle miles traveled (VMT), to be imposed on new housing 
development projects, among others; and 

 
WHEREAS, the adoption of the VMT threshold is a very complex matter and 

requires the services of expensive expert traffic engineers, tremendous Town staff time 
and resources and multiple public meetings to ensure public input on the adoption of the 
threshold; and 

 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic is resulting in dramatic changes in 

transportation patterns such as the expansion of working from home, learning from home, 
and even receiving medical care from home via remote communication technologies, as 
well as 90 percent decreases in public transit ridership based on social distancing and 
related health priorities, the requested extension will allow for the informed consideration 
of VMT and other potential changes to CEQA.   
 
Now therefore, be it resolved BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF APPLE 
VALLEY AS FOLLOWS: 
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Section 1.  That the Town Council does hereby request that Governor Newsom 
extend the   implementation date of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, section 
15064.3 until July 1, 2021. 
 
Be it further resolved by the town council of the town of apple valley as follows: 
  

Section 1.  That the action taken today by the Town Council be transmitted to 
Governor Newsom immediately. 

 
Section 2.  That the Town Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this 

resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions. 
 
ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of Apple Valley this 9th 
day of June 2020. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Scott Nassif  
Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
LaVonda M-Pearson  
Town Clerk 
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