M I N U T E S

TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, March 17, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

At 6:00 p.m., the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Apple Valley for March 17, 2010, was called to order by Chairman Kallen.

ROLL CALL

PLANNING COMMISSION
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Commissioner Larry Cusack, Commissioner John Putko, Vice-Chairman B.R. “Bob” Tinsley, Chairman Bruce Kallen.   Absent:  Commissioner David Hernandez  
STAFF PRESENT

Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development; Pam Cupp, Associate Planner; and Patty Hevle, Planning Commission Secretary.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner Cusack led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. 
Planning Commission Minutes for the Regular Meeting of February 3, 2010.

MOTION:

Motion by Commissioner Cusack, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, to approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting of February 3, 2010.

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes:  Commissioner Cusack, Commissioner Putko, Vice-Chairman Tinsley and Chairman Kallen.  Noes:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: Commissioner Hernandez.

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS
2. Conditional Use Permit No. 2007-006, Amendment No. 1.
Applicant:  Kevin Reid for Reid Products
Location: 21430 Waalew Road; APN: 463-405-06 and -07.  
Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m.

Ms. Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, stated that the applicant had requested this item be tabled due to issues with the sewer.  She stated the item will be re-noticed before it is brought back before the Commission.

MOTION:


Motion by Commissioner Putko, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, that the Planning Commission move to table this item at the request of the applicant.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Ayes:

Commissioner Cusack



Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 4-0-0-1 vote

3. Development Code Amendment No. 2010-003.
Applicant:
Town of Apple Valley

Location:

Town-wide.  
Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m.
Ms. Pam Cupp, Associate Planner, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Division.

Chairman Kallen requested to know if this Amendment would be included in the new Development Code.

Ms. Lamson responded that this Amendment would be brought to Council as an amendment to the new Development Code.

Since there was no one in the audience requesting to speak to this item, Chairman Kallen closed the public hearing at 6:08 p.m.

MOTION:


Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, that the Planning Commission move to approve Planning Commission Resolution No. 2010-002, forwarding a recommendation that the Town Council amend Title 9 “Development Code” of the Town of Apple Valley Municipal Code as outlined within the staff report.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Ayes:

Commissioner Cusack



Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 4-0-0-1 vote

OTHER BUSINESS

4. NAVISP Amendment No. 3 – Solar Farms.

Applicant:
Town of Apple Valley

Location:
North Apple Valley Industrial Specific Plan

Ms. Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Division.  She stated there were numerous solar companies linterested in developing solar farms in north Apple Valley.  She gave a brief description of the types of solar farms that might be appropriate for Apple Valley.
Ms. Lamson then introduced Brad Merrill, of Merrill Johnson Engineering, who has worked with solar companies through the California Energy Commission, and stated he could give input on the proposed Amendment.

Mr. Merrill spoke about the industries’ desire to create smaller solar farms, which has been encouraged by SCE.  He stated a two (2) megawatt producing farm would be considered smaller and would encompass approximately ten (10) acres.

Ms. Lamson commented that guidelines need to be established as far as size, required improvements and the entitlement process are concerned.  Also, there may be areas outside of the NAVISP, such as the Dry Lake bed, that may be suitable for this type of solar farm.

Ms. Lamson mentioned that a workshop would be appropriate for the Commission to receive further education and input from the solar industry.

Mr. Merrill stated that solar farms exceeding fifty (50) megawatts must be approved by the California Energy Commission, which results in increased costs to the industry.  He stated that SCE and Pacific Gas and Electric (PGE) are offering incentives for smaller plants.  

Mr. Merrill spoke about some of the difficulties encountered when constructing solar plants, such as zoning and permits.  He stated that, if too numerous land improvement requirements are levied on the industry, developers will go elsewhere because the cost of solar plants is so expensive anyway, as well as financing and interconnection to SCE’s substandard transmission lines.

Commissioner Putko asked about the importance of the SCE in this process.  
Mr. Merrill responded that SCE is a major player in the solar plant process, because it provides the interconnection and a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)..

Chairman Kallen requested to know who would pay for the transmission lines to the solar plants, since they are usually located on lands far away from development.  

Mr. Merrill responded that many of the plants are being located next to transmission lines, such as agricultural land, where they can tie into an already existing meter.  The smaller plants could fit easily into these areas.  The industry prefers land that is already disturbed and has a meter on it.  Mr. Merrill stated that the NAVISP would be an economical area for solar plants.  He further commented that, due to the sun being a constant in the High Desert area, it is one of the most sought after areas for solar plants.

Chairman Kallen requested to know about any issues the County of San Bernardino may have regarding solar plants.

Mr. Merrill stated there were a lot of environmental issues that involve the Mojave Ground Squirrel, Desert Tortoise, Creosote bushes, etc.  He stated the County of San Bernardino does want to be involved in the process. In particular, there is a solar plant being proposed at Stateline and one of the concerns the County had was that jobs would be generated from Nevada and not California.  

Ms. Lamson requested the Commission define solar farms and outline specific improvement levels for them.  She stated the Town may be the first to establish solar farm requirements.

Ms. Lamson suggested a 4:00 p.m. workshop prior to the regular 6:00 p.m. meeting.  She presented the Commission with several regular meeting dates and, it was the consensus of the Commission to hold the public workshop at 4:00 p.m. on May 5, 2010.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS

Chairman Kallen commented on a letter and a Sentinel newspaper that the Commission had received.

STAFF COMMENTS

None.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Chairman Kallen, seconded by Commissioner Cusack, and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting of the Planning Commission at 6:40 p.m.  to the Regular Meeting of April 7, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.






Respectfully Submitted by:







__________________________







Patty Hevle







Planning Commission Secretary







Approved by:

_________________________


Bruce Kallen, Chairman
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