M I N U T E S

TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, April 7, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

At 6:00 p.m., the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Apple Valley for April 7, 2010, was called to order by Chairman Kallen.

ROLL CALL

Planning Commission

Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Commissioner John Putko, Vice-Chairman B.R. “Bob” Tinsley, Chairman Bruce Kallen.   Absent:  Commissioner Cusack and Commissioner Hernandez.  
STAFF PRESENT

Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development; Carol Miller, Senior Planner; Conrad Olmedo, Assistant Planner; and Patty Hevle, Planning Commission Secretary.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Vice-Chairman Tinsley led the Pledge of Allegiance.
1.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. 
Planning Commission Minutes for the Regular Meeting of March 17, 2010.


MOTION:
Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, to approve the minutes for the Regular Meeting of March 17, 2010.

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes:  Commissioner Putko, Vice-Chairman Tinsley and Chairman Kallen.  Noes:  None.  Abstain: None. Absent: Commissioner Cusack and Commissioner Hernandez.

2. Development Permit No. 2010-002
Applicant:  Mr. Steven Lantsberger
Location:   The project is located at 14655 Riverside Drive; APN 0479-065-18.  
Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:02 p.m.

Ms. Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, stated staff is requesting this item be tabled due to incorrect noticing.  She stated a corrected notice had been generated for 14665 Riverside Drive, and the item will be on the next Planning Commission agenda.

MOTION:


Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, that the Planning Commission move to table this item.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Ayes:

Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Cusack

Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 3-0-0-2 vote.
3. Conditional Use Permit No. 2010-002.
Applicant:  Town of Apple Valley
Location: 
Town-wide.  

Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m.

Mr. Conrad Olmedo, Assistant Planner, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Division.  


Commissioner Putko requested to know if the business would be only a tire shop considering the contents of some of the required Conditions of Approval.  

Mr. Olmedo stated that the proposed use would consist of tire sales and installation..  He further stated that the Planning Commission has the authority to waive Development Code parking requirements in the Village District and that the applicant would be required to provide an American Disability Act accessible parking space.
Ms. Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, further responded the business would be allowed to do standard lube jobs and that is why the required Conditions of Approval, referred to by Commissioner Putko, are in the staff report.  She further stated that the owner must receive approval from the San Bernardino County Department of Environmental Health before occupancy.


The applicants, Mr. Julio Del la Mora and Mr. Rudy Del La Mora, stated  they agreed to all of the Conditions of Approval.  Mr. Rudy Del La Mora stated his intent was to sell and install new and used tires, and he did not intend to do any vehicle maintenance work.  
Mr. John Weldy, of Apple Valley, spoke in favor of the project.

Since there was no one else in the audience requesting to speak to this item, Chairman Kallen closed the public hearing at 6:13 p.m.

MOTION:


Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, that the Planning Commission move to:
1. Find that, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Section No. 15301, Class 1, the proposed request is Exempt from further environmental review.

2. Find the Facts presented in the staff report support the required Findings for Approval and adopt the Findings.

3. Approve Conditional Use Permit No. 2010-002, subject to the attached Conditions of Approval.

4. Direct staff to file the Notice of Exemption.


ROLL CALL VOTE:

Ayes:

Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Cusack

Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 3-0-0-2 vote.
4. Conditional Use Permit No. 2010-003.

Applicant:
Central Automotive
Location:
13462 Central Road, Suite 4; APN 3087-392-14
Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:14 p.m. 

Mr. Conrad Olmedo, Assistant Planner, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Division.  

Commissioner Putko inquired about handicap parking, disposal of hazardous waste, and dumpster requirements.

Ms. Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, responded there are four (4) required handicap parking spaces.

Mr. Olmedo stated that the project site consists of two (2) phases with the proposed use occupying tenant space in Phase 1 which has an  existing dumpster built to Town Standard..

Ms. Lamson stated they are only required to have one dumpster at this time, and are also required to provide a hazardous waste container as part of their occupancy permit.

The applicants, Mr. Oganes Zazyan and Ms. Angela Panushkina, agreed with all of the Conditions of Approval.
Since there was no one in the audience requesting to speak to this item, Chairman Kallen closed the public hearing at 6:19 p.m.

MOTION:

Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, that the Planning Commission move to :
1. Find that, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Section No. 15301, Class 1, the proposed request is Exempt from further environmental review.

2. Find that Facts presented in the staff report support the required Findings for approval and adopt the Findings.

3. Approve Conditional Use Permit No. 2010-003, subject to the attached Conditions of Approval.

4. Direct staff to file the Notice of Exemption.


ROLL CALL VOTE:
Ayes:

Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Cusack

Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 3-0-0-2 vote.
5. Conditional Use Permit No. 2009-006 and Deviation Permit No. 2010-001.

Applicant:
Reliant Land Services, for T-Mobile USA Inc.

Location:
The project site is located at 13609 Hitt Road; APN 3087-382-10.

Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:19 p.m.
Ms. Carol Miller, Senior Planner, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Commission.  She emphasized the differences between the proposed site and the previous site on Nomwacket Road that was denied by the Commission and why staff supported the proposed location as opposed to the Nomwacket site.  She mentioned a change to Condition of Approval No. P13 concerning the California Department of Fish and Game fees.  
Chairman Kallen asked about a preferred location site, as discussed in the previous Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application.

Ms. Miller stated that the preferred location of the Animal Shelter did not have the layout and site design to accommodate a wireless facility and, further, the applicant did not feel the site was a good location for their tower in a possible location at the shelter.

Chairman Kallen requested to know if any thought had been given to locating on the existing flagpole.  

Ms. Miller stated it had been discussed, but the applicant would need three (3) flagpoles and they would need to be taller.  

The applicants, representing T-Mobile, were Mr. Alonso Lugo and Ms. Susan Chan.  Ms. Chan commented that the flagpole did not have the capability to be as co-locatable as the monopine design.

Mr. Lugo stated that, in response to Chairman Kallen’s question concerning flagpoles, three (3) flagpoles would not work because of space constraints,.  He stated that each of the flagpoles in front of Town Hall only have one or two (2) antennas for co-location and that the monopine tree is already manufactured to have more than one carrier.

Mr. Lugo stated he attempted to contact Ms. Gina Whiteside regarding locating at the Animal Shelter, but could not reach her for quite some time.  He stated, when he did speak with her, she said the shelter was already under construction and it was too late to incorporate a wireless communications tower.  

Ms. Lamson responded that the main issue was the location of the shelter flagpoles which were on the northwest corner of the site.  This area did not accommodate the needs of T-Mobile, which needed to be on the northeast corner of the site.  

Mr. Lugo stated they had to stay east and could not go west with the tower and that the engineer wanted the location as far north as possible.  
Mr. James Minton, an attorney representing G & M Towing on Nomwacket, commented that G & M Towing was previously denied the mobile site by the Planning Commission even though T-Mobile insisted it was the best location to serve the area.  He stated if the tower was not going to be constructed on a preferred location site, such as the Animal Shelter, then they did not understand the Commission’s repeated denial of constructing it at the G & M Towing site.  He stated that this site is not significantly different from the Nomwacket site and that they had made different design proposals for the tower, such as a broadleaf tree, a windmill or a water tower and none of these were acceptable to the Commission.  Mr. Minton commented on the possibility of a prejudicial finding against the G & M property owner on Nomwacket.
Chairman Kallen requested to know why the applicant had no appealed the Commission’s decision to the Town Council.
Mr. Minton stated that his clients were working with T-Mobile and they felt that it would be quicker, after coming before the Commission four (4) times, to try and locate a preferred site for the tower.  
Chairman Kallen reiterated that any decision made by the Planning Commission could be appealed to the Town Council.

Since there was no one else in the audience requesting to speak to this item, Chairman Kallen closed the public hearing at 6:46 p.m.
Chairman Kallen commented on the tower being able to blend in with the surroundings in the Village area and that the site at the Nomwacket location would not have blended as well.  However, the aesthetics of this location would allow for a blending of the tower so it would not be so conspicuous.  

Vice-Chairman Tinsley also felt that the monopole tree would blend in better at this location.

Chairman Kallen, requested to know if there was any correspondence for or against the project at this location.

Ms. Miller stated there were none.

MOTION:


Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, that the Planning Commission move to:
1. Determine that the proposed project does not have a negative impact upon the environment and adopt a Negative Declaration pursuant to the guidelines to implement the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for Conditional Use Permit No. 2009-006 and Deviation Permit No. 2010-001.

2. Find the Facts presented in the staff report support the required Findings for Approval and adopt the Findings for Conditional Use Permit No. 2009-006 and Deviation Permit No. 2010-001.

3. Approve Conditional Use Permit No. 2009-006 and Deviation Permit No. 2010-001, subject to the attached amended Conditions of Approval.

4. Direct Staff to file the Notice of Determination.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
Ayes:

Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Cusack

Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 3-0-0-2 vote.

Chairman Kallen stated again that any decision made by the Planning Commission could be appealed to the Town Council.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS

Chairman Kallen commented on Commissioner Hernandez’s recovery.

STAFF COMMENTS

Ms. Lamson spoke about the League of California Cities Planner’s Institute that Commissioner Putko and she attended in Monterey. 

OTHER BUSINESS
None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Commissioner Putko, and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting of the Planning Commission at 6:54 p.m. to the Regular Meeting of April 21, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.






Respectfully Submitted by:







__________________________







Patty Hevle







Planning Commission Secretary







Approved by:

_________________________


Bruce Kallen, Chairman
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