M I N U T E S

TOWN OF APPLE VALLEY

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting
Wednesday, July 21, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

At 6:00 p.m., the Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Apple Valley for July 21, 2010, was called to order by Chairman Kallen.

ROLL CALL

Planning Commission

Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Commissioner John Putko; Vice-Chairman B.R. “Bob” Tinsley, Chairman Bruce Kallen.   Absent:  Commissioner Larry Cusack and Commissioner David Hernandez.
STAFF PRESENT

Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development; Conrad Olmedo, Assistant Planner and Patty Hevle, Planning Commission Secretary.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Putko led the Pledge of Allegiance.
1.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. 
Minutes for the Regular Meeting of June 2, 2010
B.
Minutes for the Regular Meeting of June 16, 2010

It was the consensus of the Commission to table the Minutes until the next Regular Planning Commission meeting due to the absence of two (2) Commissioners.
2. Conditional Use Permit No. 2009-006 and Deviation Permit No. 2010-001.
Applicant:   Reliant Land Services
Location:    The project site is located at 13609 Hitt Road; APN: 3087-382-10.  

Ms. Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, requested a continuance of this item to the August 4, 2010 Planning Commission meeting.

It was the consensus of the Commission to continue this item to the August 4, 2010 Planning Commission meeting.
3. Development Permit No. 2010-006.
Applicant:  
Mr. Tom Regan, TRLS Engineering representing, Mr. David Patterson
Location: 

The project is located at 15211 Chaparral Lane; APN 0479-022-21.  

Chairman Kallen opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m.  
Mr. Conrad Olmedo, Assistant Planner, presented the staff report as filed by the Planning Division.

He stated the Planning Division had received an anonymous letter opposed to the project because of the proposed height being detrimental to his backyard view.

Vice-Chairman Tinsley expressed concerns regarding the writer remaining anonymous and not attending the hearing to express the objections regarding this project.
Chairman Kallen, related that, according to the letter, when the anonymous writer applied to build a workshop on his property, he had been advised of the sixteen (16) foot height restriction and would be very displeased if this project were approved

Chairman Kallen question whether the applicant had been made aware of the (16) foot height restriction.
Mr. Olmedo stated that the applicant was aware of the sixteen (16)-foot maximum height requirement and that the Development Permit process was the process by which applicants could request a height greater that 16 feet.

Vice-Chairman Tinsely stated that the Commission had previously approved structures such as this that exceeded sixteen (16) feet in height.
Ms. Lori Lamson, Assistant Director of Community Development, indicated that the Town has no viewshed protection ordinance. 
Mr. David Patterson, the applicant, stated he has lived at this residence for twenty-three (23) years and wanted to build an RV garage to match the home. He stated he would need the extra height in order to get the RV inside the garage.  He agreed to all of the Conditions of Approval.

Chairman Kallen asked if it would be possible to “grade down” in consideration of the neighbor’s view.

Mr. Patterson stated that the area was flat and it was not possible to “grade down”.

Since there was no one in the audience requesting to speak to this item, Chairman Kallen closed the public hearing at 6:15 p.m.

MOTION:


Motion by Commissioner Putko, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, that the Planning Commission move to:
1. Determine that the project is not anticipated to have any direct or indirect impact upon the environment, as it has been determined that the proposed request is Exempt from further environmental review.

2. Find the facts presented in the staff report support the required Findings for approval and adopt the Findings.
3. Direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Ayes:

Commissioner Putko



Vice-Chairman Tinsley



Chairman Kallen

Noes:

None

Abstain:
None

Absent:
Commissioner Cusack

Commissioner Hernandez

The motion carried by a 3-0-0-2 vote

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS

Vice-Chairman Tinsley stated that Commissioner Hernandez had undergone more surgery and will be absent for a few meetings.

Chairman Kallen requested that some language be added to the agenda stating the Commission is not allowed to consider finances in their deliberations.

STAFF COMMENTS

Ms. Lamson advised that the move to the new Development Services building had been completed.

OTHER BUSINESS
4. Mr. Art Bishop gave a presentation relating to the Mojave Water Agency (MWA). 
Chairman Kallen congratulated Mr. Bishop on his new position as Fire Chief of the Apple Valley Protection District.
Mr. Bishop stated that Mr. Kirby Brill, General Manager of the Mojave Water Agency, would give the presentation relating to the Agency.

Mr. Brill reminded the Commission of the upcoming annual water conference.

Mr. Brill gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding water conservation and an update on the Agency’s new facility.  He stated the new facility encourages public use and will also be landscaped with water conservation in mind.  The facility will also incorporate the use of solar panels.  He further commented that the Cash For Grass program will probably run through the end of the year.
Mr. Brill spoke about the various businesses in Apple Valley that have incorporated drought tolerant landscaping.

Chairman Kallen requested to know if Mr. Brill had thought about incorporating a cell tower in the design of the new facility for possible future purveyors.

Mr. Bishop responded there are three (3) at the fire district location but the MWA site are is being used to its maximum capacity and part of the property had been dedicated to the Town for a sewer lift station.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Vice-Chairman Tinsley, seconded by Chairman Kallen, and unanimously carried, to adjourn the meeting of the Planning Commission  at 6:55 p.m. to the Regular Meeting on August 4, 2010.






Respectfully Submitted by:







__________________________







Patty Hevle







Planning Commission Secretary







Approved by:

_________________________


Chairman Bruce Kallen
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